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The annual NSA Research Forum is highly regarded as the premier conference at which private and 
public researchers present the results of their latest sunflower research. For a quarter of a century, the 
National Sunflower Association has produced the workshop as a forum for sunflower research to be 
shared with the public. 
The 30th annual NSA Research Forum, held in January 2008, was another successful event where 
researchers from around the country came together to share their knowledge. 
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A Grower’s Guide for Planting Wildlife Conservation Sunflower Plots 
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Wildlife conservation sunflower plots (lure plots) are used to protect high value oil and 
confectionery sunflower.  Lure plots are used to draw blackbirds away from commercial 
fields to reduce sunflower damage.  From 2004-2007, USDA Wildlife Services funded a 
pilot program for growers to plant 20-acre lure plots to test their effectiveness for 
reducing damage to nearby commercial fields.  Damage in the plots ranged from 0% to 
100%.  We describe here the characteristics of the lure plots that received extensive 
bird damage.  These characteristics provide examples for the proper use of lure plots.
Lure plots should not be placed adjacent to commercial fields, but to be effective they 
should be within 1 mile. 
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Place the plot near areas with historical blackbird use.  Usually, a plot planted on the 
edges of wetlands with cattail is the best location. 
Lure plot
Plant an early maturing variety of oilseed sunflower that matures slightly ahead of the 
commercial fields.  Always try to keep the lure plot in between the bird gathering area 
and the commercial field. 
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Keep the lure plot close, within a few hundred yards, of habitats where birds like to 
gather.  Besides cattail-dominated wetlands, shelterbelts are another favorite gathering 
place.
The combination of land use and lure plot placement can act together to increase 
protection.
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An effective integrated pest management plan should include cattail management to 
remove roost habitat, harassment with propane cannons, and the use of a preharvest 
dry down product, such as glyphosate, to avoid late season bird damage. 
